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For more information, contact  
SA Stud Book on www.studbook.co.za 
info@studbook.co.za or 051 410 0900.

The Animal Improvement 
Act, 1998 (Act 62 of 1998) 
defines an animal breeders’ 
society as follows: “It is a 
group of persons promoting 
the breeding, the recording 
or registration, the genetic 
improvement and the use of 
a kind of animal or an animal 
of a specified breed of such 
kind of animal, determining 
and applying breed standards, 
recommending in its sole 
discretion the recording or 
registration of an animal or a 
specified breed of a kind of 
animal bred in or imported 
into the Republic, and who is 
registered in terms of the act.”

Different breeds have been developed 
over centuries based on specific 
production traits and properties, visual 
appearance, adaptability in certain 
environments, and so forth, making each 
breed unique and different from the next.

If these unique traits and properties 
are not maintained, the major 
differences between these breeds could 
disappear over time and this could 

result in possible stagnation in genetic 
production improvement – not only 
within a breed, but also between breeds.

Basis of selection
The variation in measured production 
traits between animals forms the basis 
of selection. The effect of heterosis, the 
result of purposeful crossbreeding, is 
particularly also bigger, the bigger the 
genetic differences are between the 
breeds that are being crossed.

The production benefits of cross-
breeding will therefore be impaired if 
the differences between breeds are not 
maintained. That is inter alia why it is 
essential that breeds’ uniquenesses are 
maintained and improved.

Without breeders’ societies, which 
should maintain, continuously evaluate 
and improve these unique traits through 
structured breeding policies, these 
essential breed differences will not 
persist in the long run.

Responsibilities
The responsibilities of an animal 
breeders’ society entail:
• Breed identification.
	 •	 Uniqueness	of	breed.
	 •	 Purpose	of	breed.
•   Improvement of breed with 

retention of unique traits.
	 •	 	Breed	standards	–	disciplined	

application thereof.
	 •	 	Confirmation	of	the	need	

for reliable production 
measurement and use of the 
information in selection.

The role of breeders'
societies

	 •	 	Purposeful	breeding	policy	–	
know the market and needs 
of industry and keep abreast 
of the latest animal scientific 
developments.

• Breed promotion.
	 •	 	The	breed	should	be	promoted	

and marketed aggressively.
•  Cost-efficient management of 

society. The society should be 
‘home’ to breeders, with good 
administration and service delivery 
in respect of:

	 •	 Financial management.
	 •	 Breeding	policy	management.	
	 •	 	Board	as	representative	of	the	

members.
	 •	 	Functional	committees	with	

responsible feedback.
	 •	 	Office	administration	and	

service delivery.
	 •	 	Proper	arrangement	of	

meetings and keeping of 
minutes.

	 •	 Timely	notifications.
	 •	 Arranging	inspections/shows.	
	 •	 	Training	of	breeders	by	means	

of courses and farmers’ days.

Custodians of resources
In a paper presented at a congress 
of the International Committee for 
Animal Recording (ICAR), the following 
statement was made: “Breeders’ societies 
are the custodians and developers of 
two valuable resources: The breeds they 
represent and the people associated 
with them through their common 
interest and enthusiasm.”


